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UCAN exists to broaden and intensify public awareness of the continuing danger of nuclear weapons, locally, nationally,
and globally. We organize on the colonized lands of Shoshone, Goshute, Paiute, Ute and Navajo nations to encourage a
nuclear weapons-free world and promote discussion and action toward the abolition of nuclear weapons.

MOST OF OUR NEWSLETTER COMPILES REPRINTS FROM WEB-BASED ARTICLES WITH FEW ORIGINAL PIECES.

US Thwarts CTBT?

IPS UN Bureau Report

UNITED NATIONS, November (IPS) — The US stood alone
on the UN vote, which was supported by almost all
member States in the General Assembly’s First
Committee. The resolution calling for the entry into
force of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty
(CTBT) was adopted by an overwhelming majority:
with 168 votes in favor, with one against (United
States) and three abstentions (India, Mauritius, Syria).
The U.S. government’s first ever “No” vote (on the
annual UN resolution in support of the CTBT) raises
further troubling questions about U.S. intentions.

Jackie Cabasso (Director, Western States Legal
Foundation, which monitors and analyzes U.S. nuclear
weapons programs and policies) told IPS chaos and
uncertainty arose from Trump’s factually-challenged
post “..I have instructed the Department of War to
start testing our Nuclear Weapons..” In fact, she said,
the U.S. conducted a “routine” test of an unarmed
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile on November 5. The
Department of War is responsible for missile tests,
but it is the Department of Energy that is responsible
for explosive nuclear testing. On November 2, Energy
Secretary Chris Wright sought to explain Trump’s
post when he told Fox News “I think the tests we’re
talking about right now are system tests. These are
not nuclear explosions. These are what we call
non-critical explosions.”

In a written statement explaining its General
Assembly vote, the U.S. — the only country to cast a
“No” vote — stated, “The United States voted No....
because several paragraphs are inconsistent with U.S.
policy or are undergoing policy review.... The United
States is not currently pursuing CTBT ratification and
therefore cannot support calls for ratification and
entry into force.” Of the other nuclear-armed states,
the Russian Federation, China, France, United

Kingdom, Israel, and Pakistan voted Yes. India
abstained, and North Korea did not vote. Thus, the
United States distinguished itself as a “rogue” nuclear
armed State.

Jonathan Granoff, President, Global Security
Institute, told IPS “.We critically need to develop trust
and cooperation to, inter alia, protect the oceans and
the climate, end the scourge of corruption stealing
between two and four trillion from the world’s
productive economies, stop the creation and
production of new and even more dangerous weapons
as we amplify adversity, ignore preparation for the
inevitable next pandemic, eliminate poverty and
generally pursue the sanity of human security rather
than perpetual instability and the dangerous belief
that by madness, mistakes by machines or humans,
or design we will not lead ourselves into destroying
civilization through the use of these horrific devices,”’
he said.

Elaborating further, Cabasso pointed out that under
the 1980 Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, a
State is obliged to refrain from acts which would
defeat the object and purpose of a treaty when it has
signed the treaty. The United States, Russia and China
have all signed but not ratified the CTBT. Russia
withdrew its ratification in 2023 to maintain parity
with the U.S. The three countries moratoria on
nuclear explosive testing until now are consistent
with the intent of the CTBT, but ... the U.S. vote in the
General Assembly call this commitment into
question.

The US should reverse course, commit to a
permanent cessation of explosive nuclear weapons
testing, ratify the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and
invite other nuclear armed states to follow suit. This
would be a huge contribution to long term prospects
for international peace and security, Cabasso declared.

(MORE ON NEXT PAGE-TURN OVER!)



Ignorant Sociopathology

By Mary Dickson

Those of us across Utah who have lived with the
devastating consequences of the last round of nuclear
weapons testing during the Cold War should be
sounding the alarms over the latest confused and
contradictory announcement out of the White House.

Shortly before a meeting in South Korea with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping, President Trump posted on Truth
Social directing the Pentagon to resume nuclear
weapons testing “immediately,” a move that would
break a 1992 testing moratorium for the first time.

Trump’s statements have led to more questions than
answers. Does his demand to immediately restart
testing mean a return to atmospheric detonations —
the same kind that poisoned thousands, devastated
ecosystems and are still harming communities in
Utah and beyond as we continue living with the
consequences of previous tests? The word “tests” in
fact, is far too innocuous. Make no mistake about it:
these are actual detonations of nuclear weapons in
the real world with very real health and humanitarian
consequences.

The devastating legacy of the last arms race didn’t
end when the explosions stopped. People are still
being diagnosed, their cancers return, they endure
health complications, face crippling medical bills, and
the psychological damage runs deep. Worse, while
burying scores of loved ones, we’ve learned that the
genetic damage can be passed to future generations.

The truth is that only North Korea has tested nuclear
weapons this century, back in 2017. Neither China nor
Russia have conducted an explosive nuclear warhead
test in decades.

Experts say that Trump’s Truth Social post
demonstrates the lack of a basic understanding of
what is actually going on. In a media release, Daryl
Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control
Association, said that the president “seems to be
misinformed and out of touch.”

According to Kimball, “The United States has no
technical, military, or political reason to resume
nuclear explosive testing” He added that the
National Security Administration, the federal agency
that oversees testing and that had most of its staff
furloughed by the government shutdown, is not
equipped to immediately restart testing. The NSA, he
said would need at least 36 months to resume tests
underground at the former test site in Nevada.

U.S nuclear tests from the very first detonation in
New Mexico to tests in the Marshall Islands and the

928 tests conducted at the Nevada Test Site spread
radioactive fallout far and wide that killed thousands,
sickened generations, and contaminated the lands
and the ocean.

How can the Commander in Chief even think about
resuming testing, which would likely lead to more
suffering, more lives sacrificed, more communities
harmed and more environmental contamination?

Ironically, Trump is threatening to resume testing just
months after he signed into law a bill that expanded
compensation for victims of past nuclear weapons
production, which for the first time makes
downwinders in the entire state of Utah among other
areas eligible to apply.

Even if it’s just bluster and saber rattling, the very
threat of repeating one of history’s worst mistakes is
not only irresponsible. It is also dangerous and
completely unconscionable.

Salt Lake City downwinder Mary Dickson is an
internationally recognized advocate for survivors of
nuclear weapons testing who has written and spoked
widely on the human toll of nuclear weapons testing.

How Can Locals
Respond?

By Pegasus

Many people in the Great Basin Desert are encouraged
by our regional sense of appropriate handling of
radioactive hazards. One political example is the work
of Nevada Representative Dina Titus (Dem) when she
introduced the Renewing Efforts to Suspend Testing and
Reinforce Arms Control Initiatives Now (RESTRAIN) Act
(H.R. 5894) which creates “a prohibition of explosive
nuclear testing while simultaneously preventing any
funding from going toward the Trump
Administration’s effort to conduct explosive nuclear
tests.” Another Congressional effort comes from
Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey (Dem) who
introduced companion legislation in the Senate as the
No Nuclear Testing Act (S. 3090) to block renewed
testing and has called on the Senate to approve
ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty. As
we go to press in early December, we encourage you to
reach out to your Member of Congress now and tell
them to block the resumption of nuclear explosive
testing including co-sponsoring the “RESTRAIN Act”
and “No Nuclear Testing Act.”

2026: Close to Midnight?



See our vebinars on our YT channel:
https://wwwyoutube.com/@utahcan



